A review of the behaviour of chondrosarcoma of bone.
Sixty-two cases of chondrosarcoma of bone were reviewed and histologically graded as low, medium or high-grade tumours. After excluding patients dead from unrelated causes or lost to follow-up, forty cases were available for ten-year follow-up and fifty-eight for five-year follow-up. The rates of survival, recurrence and metastasis were analysed according to the histological grading. Recurrence was further analysed according to the adequacy of treatment. The results were compared with those previously reported in the literature. There was a ten-year survival rate of 58 per cent. Recurrence developed in 58 per cent and was uncontrollable in 29 per cent. The recurrence rate was 87 per cent with inadequate treatment and 15 per cent with adequate treatment. Recurrences outside the limb bones usually proved uncontrollable; recurrences in the limb bones were amenable to further, and if necessary repeated, operations. High-grade chondrosarcoma had a metastatic risk of 75 per cent and eventual mortality of 88 per cent. Medium-grade chondrosarcoma had a metastatic risk of 14 per cent and a mortality of 60 per cent. Low-grade chondrosarcoma had a metastatic risk of 5 per cent and a mortality of 29 per cent.